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DAILY BRIEF 


I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 


♦ Berlin : Qn an effort to prod Bonn into reinstating the 
interzonal trade agreement which otherwise will lapse on 
31 December, t he East German mass media threaten ’’seri- 
ous disorders/' I 

\ Soviet Ambassador Per^ 

vukhin told Ambassador Dowling on 16 December that Berlin 
access problems could always be settled by Soviet-US bilat- 
eral talks, suggesting th at Moscow is not interested in a 
showdown at this ooint ' ' 
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Indonesia; A high-level Indonesian delegation, includ- 
ing National Security Minister and Army Chief of Staff Gen- 
eral Nasution, will arrive in Moscow late this month, appar ■ 
ently with the dual mission of negotiating more favorable 
terms for new navy and air force aid programs and accel- 
erating the transaction. Qche mission may be led by Foreign 
Minister Subandrio. General Nasution represented the mis- 
sion as a reaction to statements from The Hague on its dis-^ 
patch of reinforcements to Netherlands New Guinea. I 
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Nepal : King Mahendra’s continuing roundup of political 
leaders since his takeover on 15 December has now taken out 
of circulation nearly all of Nepal’s key politicians, including 
three former prime ministers. [Mahendra reportedly intends 
to rule directly for some time, choosing his own council of 
ministers as he has diiring>* previous periods of palace rul^ 
The army apparently remains completely loyal to the King, 
and the populace is quiescent. | | 

(Page 5) 

♦Congo; 

[ Morocco plans 

to delay the withdrawal of its UN contingent in the Congo ’’un- 
til a decision could be reached by African states” concerning 
possible joint action with regard to the Stanleyville d issident 
regime. [ [ Rabat, like 

Cairo, has had second thoughts on withdrawal from the Congo; 
the UAR as yet has made no move to implement the intended 
withdrawal of its UN battalion, announced on 7 December, 
Ghanaian President Nkrumah has urged that Lumumba’s Afri- 
can allies not pull out of the UN force, but support the dissi- 
dents in Orientals Province. The USSR may be preparing to 
assist in supplying material aid to Gizenga's group. Soviet U^ 
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West German amb ic 
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in. THEWE3T 

c'-‘ 3 tc dissuade the Castro regime from 
t;.; relations with East Germany, the 
-Sor ;old the acting Cuban foreign min- 
nuny has nothing , against tlie Cuban Gov- 
rai insofar as the ”Cuban-US quarrel is 
orican charge notes that there is prob- 
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High-Level Indonesian Delegation to USSR 


JVn Indonesian deiegation will arrive in Moscow late this 
month, apparently with the dual mission of negotiating more 
favorable terms for the new navy and air force aid programs 
and accelerating Jthe transaction. The delegation will include 
National Security Minister and Army Chief of Staff General 
Nasution, Air Force Chief of Staff Marshal Suryadarma, and 
Foreign Minister Subandrio^'/ 


the programs, 




Proposed naval purchases are said to includera 


50 small combatant, patrol, and auxiliary vessels. The air 
force has requested two squadrons of advanced MIG fighters, 
one squadron of medium jet bombers, and other air force ma- 
teriel, Indonesia has already received some $225,000,000 
worth of military aid from the Sino-Soviet bloc. 7 


^JSeneral Nasution represented the mission as a direct 
reaction to statements from The Hague on the dispatch of 
reinforcements to Netherlands New Guinea. He said any mil- 
itary build-up by the Dutch would be more than matched by 
IndoneslaJ 


CNasution has informed the American ambassador in 
Djakarta that he was ordered by President Sukarno to make 
the trip to Moscow . Nasution had accepted an invitation to 
■Moscow some months ago but had not set a date./f 
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Nepali King Consolidates Control Following Takeover 

King Mahendra’s continuing roundup of political leaders 
since his takeover on 15 December has now taken out of cir= 
culation all of Nepal’s leading politicians, including those who 
might oppose the King’s policies as well as those with previ- 
ous experience in forming and administering a government. 

The only key figure to escape imprisonment is former Deputy 
Prime Minister Subarna, who was in Calcutta at the time of 
the King’s move. The arrest of these politicians, together with 
25X1 the King’s suspension of those constitutional provisions dealing 

with representative government, adds to the already strong in= 
dications that Mahendra plans to rule directly for some period 
of time. [There are, in addition, reports that the King will se- 
lect a council of ministers composed of officials and civil serv- 
ants to assist him as in previous periods of palace rule. / 
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The populace appears to be taking the King’s action in its 
stride, with no immediate signs of opposition. The army is 
reported loyal. The principal immediate result of the King’s 
takeover will be an extended period of governmental inaction 
during which lower echelon officials will defer decision making 
until the King’s intentions are known. 
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! Indian leaders 


]feel that the Koirala 


government, which New Delhi extensively supported, had offered 
,the best hope of preventing Communist inroads in Nepal. They 
probably hope to bring influence to bear on Mahendra to restore 
jrepresentative government in the near future, but at the moment 
they appear to have adopted a wait-and-see attitude./ 
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US Allies Fail to Sur’-r crt DS Policy on Cuba 
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Hie Canadian anibi.esador says ha reports the US 
point of view to Cita-ri'i, but ths . Aunericaa charg# doubts 
^t he has the inllucr.co to put hia ideas across to the Cana- 
diaa C^vernment. luo British ambassador and his govern- 
ment also appear to ahure the US attitude, but appear re- 


mctant to make their views Imown to the press and public 
pe Fren<^ are "eigge-lsd” -gith Castro, but primarily 
^c^use of. his advocacy of Algerian independence. The 
Japanese ambassador is gerisraUy pro- US, but is mainly in- 
terested in trade. Eiri; Germany is the only Slno-SDviQt 
bloc country with vvidch Cuba lias not yet established formal 
diplomatic relations. Che Guevara, as he left East Germany 
on 17 December after kuving concluded a five-year trade 
a^eement, declared tliat East Germany and Cuba v/iil eo- 
mblish diplomatic relations ”at the proper time. . .and with 
due regard for their 
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